SPLOST vote set for March 21
Fayette County voters will vote March 21 on a one-cent SPLOST (special purpose local option sales
tax), the proceeds of which will be invested in capital projects throughout the county. Here in the City
of Fayetteville, the city’s portion of SPLOST funds, estimated at about $25 million over six years, will be
designated toward a dozen projects, which are outlined below.
While General Fund monies can also be used to
pay for these same projects, an advantage to using
SPLOST funding is that the cost is shared with
everyone who makes taxable purchases in the
county whether they live here or not. So even outof-county guests who make purchases in Fayette
County are helping fund the capital resources they
also use by being here.
Currently, the county-wide sales tax in Fayette
is six percent, which is lower than all but seven
other Georgia counties. Four cents of each sales
tax dollar goes directly to the State of Georgia, one
penny goes to the Fayette County School System
in the form of an E-SPLOST, or an Education
SPLOST, and the remaining penny is split among
the county and municipal governments based on a
population-percentage formula by way of a LOST
(local option sales tax).
Just like the LOST, Fayette County’s SPLOST
funds will be distributed based on a populationpercentage formula, in this case about 15 percent
of the county-wide total, which is estimated to
be about $141 million. The county-wide sales tax
would rise from six percent to seven, which is the
same percentage collected in neighboring Coweta, Spalding, Pike, Henry, DeKalb and Fulton counties.
Clayton County’s sales tax is eight percent.
“I can’t tell residents how to vote on march 21, but can I point out advantages of funding these
infrastructure projects with a SPLOST instead of property tax proceeds,” said Fayetteville City Manager
Ray Gibson. “A citizen advisory committee was instrumental in identifying and prioritizing the city’s
greatest infrastructure needs in the face of almost certain future growth, and a SPLOST will fund those
without having to raise property taxes.”
Visit www.fayetteville-ga.gov for up-to-date SPLOST information.
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